[Role of erythrocyte membrane cholesterol in disorders of their structuro-functional status in patients with ischemic heart disease].
Increased molar cholesterol/phospholipid ratios, significantly increased membrane microviscosity, reduced filterability through a 3 micron-pore filter, increased aggregation and longer disaggregation time, and occasional abnormally large cells were found in erythrocyte assays of 80 coronary patients, as compared to normal subjects. It is suggested that erythrocyte microrheologic disorders are related to excessive cellular cholesterol content in coronary patients.